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ANNEX 2

	Comment

No.
	Respondent
	Comments
	Officer Comments

	1
	Cllr J Sanders (telephone)
	Supports Proposal
	Noted.

	2
	City of Oxford Licensed Taxicab Association (COLTA) (email)
	The Association objects to the proposal.

For many years whilst COLTA attempted to obtain hackney carriage access to bus lanes both local authorities argued that  the hackney carriage fleet contained an element of saloon cars such access was seen to be encouraging private car drivers to follow them into the bus lanes.  Soon after the full integration to purpose built taxicabs which are easily distinguished from saloons such confusion was no longer an issue.  The present proposals would reintroduce such an issue going back 20 years when illegal use of use the bus lanes was rife.

If any amendment is required at all it should be to change present regulations and require private hire vehicles to be wheelchair accessible before access is permitted to bus lanes.  Current regulations permit any hackney carriage in the UK using the bus lanes regardless of facilities offered within them.  Legislation exists for public hire vehicles to comply with disability issues but none exists for private hire vehicles.  The difference in investment to provide for the disabled should be rewarded.

Access to the bus lanes by an additional 350 private hire vehicles licensed in Oxford and an unknown number from outside will cause extreme congestion and pose additional risks to cyclists.
	Noted.

There has always been some contravention of the bus lanes by private cars and this is likely to continue until suitable methods of enforcement are employed.  For many years hackney carriages licensed by the City Council were required to carry a roof sign with a green ‘T’ to identify it as a hackney carriage.  The City Council licensing regulations required all new licences registered from 1 April 1993 to be wheelchair accessible (i.e. London style taxis) and all hackney carriages by 1 December 1999.

This would require changes to national legislation which is beyond the scope of the project.

See main report.

	3
	Oxford Bus Company (letter)
	Concerned at the erosion of bus priority and feel that the use by private hire vehicles will encourage other road users into them, particularly as it is not supported by camera enforcement.

Would request that any private hire vehicles permitted to use the bus lanes have some clear identification to show they are entitled to use them.

Concerned that enhancing the speed and attractiveness of private hire vehicles will damage commercial and subsidised services such as the no. 6.  Eroding the market in this way could result in borderline services becoming non-viable so placing further pressure in County subsidy budgets.
	See main report.

Consideration was given to requiring access to the bus lanes to be conditional on private hire vehicles displaying a roof sign reading ‘Private Hire’.  However discussions with the licensing officer of the City Council suggested that this was not possible.  Section 64 of the Transport Act 1980 confirms this to be the case.

It is understood that hackney carriage and private hire vehicle fares are relatively similar.  The opportunity already exists therefore for potential bus passengers to choose an alternative route.

	4
	Stagecoach (letter)
	Object in the strongest possible terms to these proposals.

Road space is at a premium in Oxford and it is sensible for this space to be allocated in a manner consistent with the efficient movement of people within the city.  Not only are buses the most used mode but they make more efficient use of road space.

Pressure on road space will grow in future years with development in the city attracting even more demand for travel.  The use of bus lanes by private hire vehicles will undoubtedly impede the flow of buses and impact on their ability to carry out their job efficiently and cost effectively.  The ability of buses to maintain a consistent speed is a major factor in reducing emissions.

In terms of road space there is no difference between a private hire vehicle and a car and both look the same.  Concerned that private hire vehicles in bus lanes will encourage other vehicles to follow them into them.
	Noted.

Noted.

See main report.

See main report.

	5
	Cyclox (letter)
	Strongly oppose the proposal.

Private hire vehicles would come into conflict with buses and cyclists.  The whole aim of the bus/cycle lanes is to prioritise public transport.  Interference to buses by motorised traffic will lead to delays.

Nothing has materially altered since the decision not to include private hire vehicles in bus lanes when the orders were introduced.

There is no policy within the current Local Transport Plan into which this proposal would fit, and several that are counter to it.  Many authorities have rejected providing access for private hire vehicles to bus lanes.

No doubt private hire operators will argue that because hackney carriages can use bus lanes they should too.  There are just over 100 hackney carriages but in the region of 450 private hire vehicles.  Therefore the frequency of conflict will be much greater.

With stops the speed of a bus in an urban area is roughly the same as a cycle.  Hackney carriages and private hire vehicles have a higher average speed and this is likely to affect overall cycle use.

You propose at this stage not to change the signage for the bus lanes.  Private hire vehicles are definitely not hackney carriages and the confusion between the two will only grow in the public’s eyes.

Private hire vehicles are the same as a private car.  This makes it more likely that private cars will follow them into the bus lanes.

Private hire vehicles are likely to try to dodge around buses stopped at bus stops by re-entering the regular traffic flow.  These manoeuvres in and out of bus lanes are inherently unsafe and will potentially produce very undesirable extra conflicts not just with cyclists but also other traffic.
	Noted.

See main report.

A committed was given to O&DPHA that access to the bus lanes would be reviewed.

The Local Transport Plan does recognise that both hackney carriages (which already have access to bus lanes) and private hire vehicles play an important and integral role in complementing the public transport network.

See main report.

We do not have any data on comparative speeds of buses/cycles/hackney carriages in bus lanes.

If the proposed is approved it is not intended that any changes to the signage be made at this point but to review that position when camera enforcement is introduced on the bus lanes.

See main report.

See main report.
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